88             EELIGIOUS  SYSTEMS OF THE WOKLD.

East to West. The Buddhists, owing to its popularity, incor-
porated it in their system ; and in China, now, the invocation of
Amita and aspirations for mercy and protection at the hands
of Kwan-yin form the staple part of the worship and belief of the
majority of the people.

All this has created a spiritual activity, the origin of which
must first of all be sought in the fundamental thoughts of the
system itselfc Its unselfishness, its appeal to the conscience, its
vast scope, its future hope, its belief in the Mercy of the Merciful
One, the Grlory and Eternity of the All-Glorious and Eternal One,
and the Future Rest in Paradise.

These thoughts are not Chinese, theyr are not Indian. They
must be looked for in that neighbourhood where in the early
beginning there was a knowledgfe of Truth as it came from the
Source of Truth, and which, though dimmed by the accretions of
time and perverted by fond inventions, still survived to give some
faint light and hope to Nations that sat in darkness and under
the Shadow of Death.